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ELECTRICAL CONDUIT SYSTEM 03-04-05

1.0 GENERAL

The work covered by this section consists of furnishing and installing a conduit system
suspended beneath structures and buried.  Perform all work in accordance with these
special provisions, the plans, and the National Electrical Code (NEC).  Install the conduit
system in accordance with NEC requirements as an approved raceway for electrical
circuits.

The Contractor actually performing the work described in these special provisions is
required to have a license of the proper classification from the North Carolina State Board
of Examiners of Electrical Contractors.

The licensed Electrical Contractor is required to be available on the job site when the work
is being performed or when requested by the Engineer.  The licensed Electrical Contractor
is required to have a set of plans and special provisions in his possession on the job site,
and must maintain accurate “as built” plans.

2.0 MATERIALS

Submit eight (8) copies of catalog cuts and/or drawings for all proposed materials for the
Engineer’s review and approval.  Include the brand name, stock number, description, size,
rating, manufacturing specification, and applicable contract item number(s) on each
submittal.  Allow forty (40) days for submittal review.  The Engineer will advise the
Contractor of reasons for rejected submittals and will return approved submittals to the
Contractor.  Do not deliver material to the project prior to submittal approval.

For the work covered by this section, the term conduit applies to a system of components
consisting of an outer duct, 4 inner ducts, internal spacers, special-purpose spin couplings
and all necessary components, referred to as a multi-cell raceway system.

For the outer duct of RGC multi-cell raceway, use rigid galvanized conduit per UL 6
“Rigid Metallic Conduit” with rigid full weight galvanized threaded fittings.  Provide
factory installed reverse-spin couplings with 3 set screws, to allow assembly without
turning the outer duct, and prevent the coupling from backing off before and after
installation.  Provide an O-ring gasket in the coupling body to resist pullout and to create a
watertight seal.  Provide pre-installed, smooth walled, pre-lubricated PVC inner ducts, with
one white “tracer” duct and internal spacers to maintain alignment throughout the raceway
system.  Do not use materials provided by more than one manufacturer.

 When deflection couplers are detailed on the plans, use deflection couplers that are
designed for use with RGC multi-cell raceway, and meet all the requirements for RGC
outer duct stated above.  Provide deflection couplers that allow a 30 degree bend in any
direction and 20mm (3/4”) mis-alignment in all axis.  Provide factory installed reverse-spin
couplings with 3 set screws, to allow assembly without turning the outer duct, and prevent
the coupling from backing off before and after installation.  Provide deflection couplers
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with a middle section consisting of a rubber boot attached by spin couplings and galvanized
straps, with inner ducts that bend in unison with the rubber boot.

Use expansion joints that are designed for use with RGC multi-cell raceway, and meet the
requirements for RGC outer duct stated above.  Provide expansion joints that allow 200mm
(8”) of longitudinal movement.  Use expansion joints consisting of a female end with a
lead-in coupling body and spin coupling, an exterior sliding joint, and a fixed inner duct
with an internal sliding joint.  Provide expansion joints that have factory installed reverse-
spin couplings with 3 set screws, to allow assembly without turning the outer duct and
prevent the coupling from backing off before and after installation.

Use transition adapters that allow RGC raceway and PVC raceway to be coupled together
while maintaining the same inner duct alignment.  Provide adapters consisting of a
threaded female adapter, an outer duct adapter, and a modified coupling body with a sleeve,
thin wall couplings and an end spacer.

For the outer duct of PVC multi-cell raceway use schedule 40 PVC per UL 651 “Rigid
Nonmetallic Conduit.”  Use PVC raceway with 153mm (6”) bell ends and an O-ring gasket
to resist pullout and provide a watertight seal.  Provide PVC raceway having a print line
that states “Install Print Line Up” to help facilitate correct installation.  Use PVC raceway
with pre-lubricated PVC inner ducts, with one white “tracer” duct and internal spacers to
maintain alignment throughout the raceway system.  Do not use material provided by more
than one manufacturer.

Use terminations designed for PVC raceway, to seal each inner duct and the outer duct, and
to provide watertight protection.

Use schedule 40 PVC for sleeves in accordance with UL 651 “Rigid Nonmetallic Conduit.”

Provide concrete inserts made of galvanized malleable iron, with internal threads for
suspending loads from a fixed point beneath a concrete ceiling or deck where no lateral
adjustment is required.  Use inserts that can be secured to the concrete forms, preventing
movement during concrete placement.

For stabilizers and hangers, use galvanized rods that conform to ASTM-A36 or A-575.
Galvanized rods may be threaded on both ends or threaded continuously.  Use steel
stabilizer clamps and attachment brackets, sized as noted in the plans and hot dipped
galvanized per ASTM-A123.  Provide high strength bolts, nuts and washers that are
galvanized in accordance with Article 1072-7 of the Standard Specifications.

Use adjustable clevis-type pipe hangers that allow for vertical adjustment and limited
movement of the pipe.  Use galvanized pipe hangers that are listed with Underwriters
Laboratories, or are Factory Mutual approved for the size conduit shown in the plans.  Use
hangers that comply with Federal Specification WW-H-171E Type 1 and Manufacturers
Standardization Society SP-69 Type 1.  Plastic-coat the saddle area of the hanger.
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Provide pull lines specifically designed for pulling rope through conduit.  Use pull lines
made of 2-ply line, with a tensile strength of 110 kilograms (240 pounds) minimum.  Use
rot and mildew resistant pull lines that are resistant to tangling when being dispensed.

Use mastic that is a permanent, non-hardening, water sealing compound that adheres to
metal, plastic, and concrete.

Provide jute that is a burlap-like material used for filling voids and protecting components
from waterproofing and adhesive compounds.

Provide zinc rich paint conforming to Section 1080-9 of the Standard Specifications.

3.0 INSTALLATION

To ensure against corrosion in the area where hot dipped galvanizing has been damaged,
cover all raw metal surfaces with a cold galvanized, zinc rich paint.

Stub the raceway out at an accessible location and seal with termination kits designed
specifically for that purpose.  Use termination kits of the same material as the raceway.

Install Stabilizers as shown on the plans to assure proper movement of the conduit
expansion joints.  Securely fasten the clamps with attachment brackets and stabilizer rods
to the conduit at the indicated locations to assure these locations remain stationary.  Install
the stabilizer rods parallel to the alignment of the conduit, and tilt rod upward at an
orientation of 45 degrees to the bottom of the bridge deck.

Insert a pull line in each inner duct with sufficient slack for future use.

Securely fasten all components to prevent movement during concrete placement.

Smooth all sleeve ends and make them flush with surrounding concrete surfaces.  Remove
burrs and rough edges by filing or grinding.  A torch may be used to cut the ends of metal
sleeves.  Use shields to protect all surfaces during torch-cutting operations.

Place backfill in accordance with Section 300-7 of the Standard Specifications.

Fill the space between the raceway and the sleeve with mastic and jute.  Install the mastic
with a minimum distance of 50mm (2”) at each end of the sleeve and the remaining interior
space filled with jute.  Finish the mastic by making it smooth and flush with the concrete.

Coordinate electrical conduit system work with work by others, and allow installation of
circuitry or fiber optic cables during the construction process as directed by the Engineer.

Ensure that the concrete inserts are in the proper position and installed correctly, including
when they are located in prestressed concrete deck panels.

Keep the raceway system clean of all debris during construction, with the completed
system clean and ready for installation of circuitry or fiber optic cables.
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The Engineer must inspect and approve all work before concealment.

4.0 BASIS OF PAYMENT

No direct measurement will be made for the conduit system, since it will be paid for on a
lump sum basis.

Payment for the conduit system will be made at the contract lump sum price for “Electrical
Conduit System at station _______________”.

Such price and payment for the conduit system as provided above will be considered full
compensation for all materials, equipment, and labor necessary to complete the work in
accordance with the plans and these special provisions.

Payment will be made under:

Electrical Conduit System at station ______________ Lump Sum
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